Definition of Terms

Analytic

The class of case that describes all cases initially
diagnosed or receiving the first course of therapy at
Kaweah Delta Health Care District and Sequoia
Regional Cancer Center.

Non-analytic

The class of case that describes those cases initially
diagnosed or received their first course of treatment
at another hospital. This category includes patients
being treated for recurrent disease and all historic
primaries.

Stage of Disease

A method of describing the extent of the disease at
the first course of treatment categorized by the
Surveillance, Epidemiology and End Results (SEER)
Program.

In-Situ: Neoplasm that fulfills all microscopic criteria
for malignancy except invasion.

Localized: Neoplasm that appears entirely confined to
the organ of origin.

Regional: Neoplasm that has spread by direct
extension to immediately adjacent organs or tissues,
developed secondary or metastatic tumors,
metastasized to distant lymph nodes, or been
determined to be systemic in origin.

Distant: Neoplasm that has spread beyond
immediately adjacent organs or tissues, by direct
extension, developed secondary or metastatic tumors,
metastasized to distant lymph nodes, or been
determined to be systemic in origin.

Unknown, unstageable: Tumor cannot be assessed or
is unknown, or there is not enough information to
assign a stage.

TNM Staging: A tumor classification system published
by the American Joint Committee on Cancer used to
stage cases. The first component is “T", which
describes the extent of the primary tumor; “N”
describes the absence or presence and extent of
regional lymph node metastasis and “M” describes the
absence or presence of distant metastasis.

CS - Collaborative Stage: This staging system is a
carefully selected set of data items that describe how
far a cancer has spread at the time of diagnosis.

Tumor Registry: A cancer data system that provides a
record of the diagnosis, stage, treatment, and
follow-up of all types of cancer at KDHCD.

Survival: Survival is calculated from date of best
confirmation of diagnosis to date of last contact for
analytic cases only.






